
Report to West Hill Parish Council 

8th May 2022 

Cllr Jess Bailey, East Devon District Council and Devon County Council 

Local Plan 

The Strategic Planning Meeting of EDDC took place on 3rd May. As usual it was live streamed on 
EDDC’s youtube channel and can be watched subsequently. The agenda papers can be found here 
Agenda for Strategic Planning Committee on Tuesday, 3rd May, 2022, 2.00 pm - East Devon  

The letter that EDDC wrote to the government challenging the high housing numbers, following my 
motion, is attached below. Also below is the government’s response which suggests that EDDC can 
determine its own housing figures. In reality this is NOT the case because if EDDC deviates from the 
Government’s standard methodology it risks the local plan being found unsound at the examination 
stage having spent hundreds of thousands of pounds throughout the local plan process. 

The other frustrating aspect of the government’s approach as outlined in agenda item 6 is that the 
housing target has actually increased for East Devon from 918 houses required to be built to 946 
houses to be built each year. This is because the government bases the housing figures on 
‘affordability’ and due to houses here becoming less affordable with house prices increasing 
disproportionately to earnings, the target is increased. This is absurd because there is no evidence 
that building more houses is actually going to bring the affordability down when in fact we are all at 
the mercy of the housing market and the pressures of people wishing to move to the south west for 
life style and other reasons.  

What I do agree however with the government in their letter is that the focus should be on the 
redevelopment of brownfield land through the local plan process. Over recent meetings of the 
strategic planning committee I have been repeatedly emphasising the importance of focusing on this 
rather than focusing on greenfield sites. The call for sites which has been through the HELAA process 
shows that sites to accommodate around 31,000 houses has been found, but only around 6,300 are 
in and around the towns (see chart below). Whilst not all of these sites will be included in the local 
plan (around 18,900 will be included) what this does show is that there is heavy weighting in the 
sites that have come forward to sites in and around villages.  Given that ‘sustainable development’ 
should be focusing most houses where there are most jobs, services and facilities the 
disproportionate number of sites coming forward from villages is unsatisfactory. I am strongly in 
support of protecting our countryside and focusing development on brownfield sites and have been 
repeatedly calling for a study to be commissioned on what development could be allocated within 
the towns. 

At the meeting following yet another comment from me about the importance of focusing 
development in the towns the committee was advised that EDDC will in fact be putting forward sites 
it owns into the current HELAA (deadline is 10th May). I will be watching closely to see how many 
houses can be accommodated in this way as and when further information is published.  

In terms of ‘non strategic’ sites that have been put forward in West Hill, these are listed in a grid 
here https://democracy.eastdevon.gov.uk/documents/s16306/Appendix%20Eii%20-
%202021%202017%20non-strategic%20sites%20list.pdf. The Helaa site assessments can be found at 
Appendix Fii by clicking on the ‘West Hill’ link.  
https://democracy.eastdevon.gov.uk/documents/s16396/Appendix%20Fii%20-



%20Parish%20list%20of%20site%20assessment%20profiles%20from%202021%202017%20non-
strategic.pdf 

 

In terms of strategic sites that have been put forward which fall within West Hill (in particular GH21-
24 as shown on the interactive HELAA map), the GESP assessments have been published in E1 
appendices to the agenda papers 
https://democracy.eastdevon.gov.uk/documents/s16284/Appendix%20Ei%20-
%20HELAA%20submitted%20sites%202017%20strategic%20sites.pdf 

 

Submitted at Appendix F is a document which shows the sites that have been ruled out as not 
achievable under the HELAA process – which West_11 Land adjacent to Hilden, Lower Broad Oak 
Road, West Hill, East Devon, EX11 1UE and West_13 WEGGIS FARM,HIGHER METCOMBE,OTTERY ST 
MARY,DEVON, EX11 1SQ 
https://democracy.eastdevon.gov.uk/documents/s16307/Appendix%20F%20-
%20Note%20on%20sites%20assessed.pdf 

I have found it quite difficult to set out the information and have asked the planners to consolidate 
all the information so that it is more user friendly. 

The next stage in this process will to be assess the ‘town sites’ (probably June/July) that have been 
put forward before moving on to sites associated with the villages. It is also intended that there will 
be further developer presentations – I am not sure yet whether there will be any relevant for West 
Hill but I will keep the Parish Council informed. 



 





 

 

 



 

 



 


